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Launch leaflet
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* Based upon the average domestic electricity
consumption per home (temperature corrected) per the
Energy Consumption in the UK (published September
2021, Table C9 of ECUK: Consumption data tables)




Location plan

The plan on this page shows
the area we are considering
for Springwell.

We do not expect to use

all this area for generating
and storing energy. We will
be looking at opportunities
for boosting biodiversity as
well as improving existing
habitats, led by the feedback
we receive and the surveys
we carry out.

Some of the land will also
be used for burying cables
to connect different parts
of Springwell together. We
will continue to refine the
locations for all elements
of the solar farm over the
coming months.

We will share more
information about Springwell,
including our early design,
during our consultation which
will start on 24 January 2023.
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Working with local landowners

The land is predominantly owned by Blankney Estates and Springwell Solar

Farm will play an important role in safeguarding its future operations while
supporting the estate’s ethos of long-term sustainability, for the benefit of
the environment and future generations.



Next steps

Consultation will start on 24 January
2023 and will include more details
about the site for Springwell

Solar Farm, our design process,
how we plan to assess potential
environmental effects, and the
benefits to the community that

our proposals could deliver.

All of the consultation information
will be on our website and we will
also hold a series of public exhibition
events, where you can come and talk
to us about the proposals and give
us your feedback. The dates and
locations of these sessions are:

Tuesday 31 January, 2pm - 7pm
Blankney Old School House,
Drury St, Blankney, LN4 3AZ

Wednesday 01 February, 2pm - 7pm
Scopwick Village Hall, Brookside,
Scopwick LN4 3PA

Friday 03 February. 11am - 4pm
Ashby de la Launde Village Hall,
Church Avenue, Ashby de la Launde,
LN4 3JQ

Saturday 04 February, 11am - 4pm
Metheringham Village Hall,
Fen Road, Metheringham, LN4 3AA

Get in touch

For further information, please
contact us on 0800 038 3486 or
info@springwellsolarfarm.co.uk

You can also visit our website,
springwellsolarfarm.co.uk, for
updates throughout the process.

Planning process

Springwell Solar Farm would
make an important contribution
to increasing Britain’s homegrown
energy capacity and meeting the
government’s target of net zero
carbon emissions by 2050.

The size of this contribution means
we will apply for a type of planning
consent called a Development
Consent Order (DCO), which

is decided by the government.
Consultation forms a key part of

the DCO process, both before we
submit the application and as part of
the examination process.

For more information about the
planning process, visit the Planning
Inspectorate website:

infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/
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From:
To:

Subject: Introducing our proposals for Springwell Solar Farm
Date: 10 January 2023 10:20:00

Attachments: Springwell Solar Farm Launch Leaflet.pdf

Good morning,

We are writing to introduce our proposals for Springwell Solar Farm, a new solar
farm with battery storage capable of providing enough clean, secure, and
affordable energy to meet the needs of over 180,000 homes. That’s the equivalent
of around half of all homes in Lincolnshire.

As an important community representative, we wanted to provide you with this
information as early as possible and to provide our contact details, so you can get
in touch and ask any immediate questions you may have.

Public consultation on our early plans will commence on Tuesday 24 January. You
can find out more about how we plan to consult, including details of our public
consultation events, in the attached leaflet.

Springwell is backed by EDF Renewables UK and Luminous Energy - two
companies with a long history in helping meet the country’s need for renewable
energy. It would be located predominantly on land owned by Blankney Estates
and on several parcels of farmland from the A15 in the west to the B1189 in the
east.

We are at a very early stage in preparing our proposals for Springwell. We are
seeking your feedback at this stage to make sure we can consider it while we're
still developing our plans and carrying out our assessments.

In addition to the events we are hosting, we would very much appreciate the
opportunity to meet with you to discuss the proposals and our consultation plans in
more detail.

If you would like to meet, or have any other questions, please do get in touch with
us on 0800 038 3486 or info@springwellsolarfarm.co.uk.

Yours sincerely,

Head of Solar,
EDF Renewables UK
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ADDRESS 1
ADDRESS 2
ADDRESS 3
ADDRESS 4
POSTCODE

Tuesday 10 January 2023

Dear Sir/Madam,

Introducing our proposals for Springwell Solar Farm

We are writing to introduce our proposals for Springwell Solar Farm, a new solar farm with
battery storage capable of providing enough clean, secure, and affordable energy to meet
the needs of over 180,000 homes. That’s the equivalent of around half of all homes in
Lincolnshire.

As [ROLE], we wanted to provide you with this information as early as possible and to
provide our contact details, so you can get in touch with us and ask any immediate questions
you may have.

Whilst we have not yet entered a period of formal consultation (the statutory consultation), it
is also expected that you will be a statutory consultee for this project and will therefore be
invited to provide detailed feedback on the proposed scheme at a later date.

Public consultation on our early plans will commence on Tuesday 24 January. You can find
out more about how we plan to consult, including details of our public consultation events, in
the enclosed leaflet.

Springwell is backed by EDF Renewables UK and Luminous Energy - two companies with a
long history in helping meet the country’s need for renewable energy. It would be located
predominantly on land owned by Blankney Estates and on several parcels of farmland from
the A15 in the west to the B1189 in the east.

We are at a very early stage in preparing our proposals for Springwell. We are seeking your
feedback at this stage to make sure we can consider it while we’re still developing our plans
and carrying out our assessments.

In addition to the events we are hosting, we would very much appreciate the opportunity to
meet with you to discuss the proposals and our consultation plans in more detail.

If you would like to meet, or have any other questions, please do get in touch with us on
0800 038 3486 or info@springwellsolarfarm.co.uk.

Yours sincerely,

Head of Solar,
EDF Renewables UK



mailto:info@springwellsolarfarm.co.uk
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Screenshots of launch

Springwell Solar Farm
website
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Springwe é

Solar Farm

Feedback wanted on new solar farm in North Kesteven which could
power over 180,000 homes

North Kesteven, Lincolnshire (10 January 2023) — EDF Renewables UK and Luminous
Energy are announcing plans and a public consultation for Springwell Solar Farm, a
proposed new solar farm with battery storage located between Lincoln and Sleaford in
Lincolnshire.

Springwell Solar Farm would make a significant contribution to the UK’s future energy mix by
providing enough clean, secure energy to power over 180,000 homes* every year — that’s
the equivalent of around half of all the homes in Lincolnshire**.

Consultation on early plans for Springwell Solar Farm will run for six weeks from Tuesday 24
January. Feedback from local communities will help shape the plans for Springwell and
identify potential benefits that it could support in the local area.

EDF Renewables UK's Head of Solar, Ben Fawcett said, “At EDF Renewables UK, we're
passionate about creating a future where clean energy powers our lives. Springwell Solar
Farm would produce much needed low-carbon electricity here in the UK, helping to power
thousands of homes and businesses every year.

“We are currently at a very early stage on Springwell, with local views vital to helping us
develop our plans. We encourage everyone to get involved in the upcoming consultation to
find out more about Springwell and let us know their thoughts.”

Jolyon Orchard, CEO of Luminous Energy said, "Our company was established to make a
meaningful contribution towards mitigating climate change and we now have numerous
renewable energy projects in development, under construction or operating across four
continents. When we initiated this project, we recognised it provided a real opportunity to
help the UK transition to net-zero.

“We are looking forward to working with EDF Renewables UK and the local community to
create a scheme that delivers affordable, clean energy.”

As part of the consultation, members of the public are invited to a series of public exhibitions
to meet the team behind Springwell and share feedback. The exhibitions will take place at
the following dates and locations:

- Tuesday 31 January — Blankney Old School House (2pm —=7pm)
- Wednesday 01 February — Scopwick Village Hall (2pm — 7pm)




- Friday 03 February — Ashby de la Launde Village Hall (11am — 4pm)
- Saturday 04 February — Metheringham Village Hall (11am — 4pm)

A dedicated website: www.springwellsolarfarm.co.uk includes information on Springwell and
will host consultation materials from 24 January.

For further information, please contact
info@springwellsolarfarm.co.uk
0800 038 3486

---- ENDS ----

Notes to editors

About EDF Renewables UK

EDF Renewables UK (www.edf-re.uk) is a subsidiary of EDF Group’s, one of the world’s
largest low carbon electricity companies, and our investment and innovation is reducing
costs for consumers and bringing significant benefits for communities. With our operating
portfolio of 38 renewable energy sites including solar, battery, onshore and offshore wind
(together totalling more than 1 GW) we are providing much needed affordable, low carbon
electricity. We have an expanding portfolio with almost 5 GW of projects in planning and
development, including wind, battery and solar PV. Find out more at www.edf-re.uk

About Luminous Energy

Luminous Energy is an established UK-based renewable energy developer with projects in
the UK, US, Chile and Australia. The company was set up in 2013 to provide people around
the world with affordable, renewable energy. Luminous Energy is now regarded as a leading
player in the market having delivered 1GW of projects globally and the company’s core
values remain firmly at the heart of the business. It aims to make a positive contribution to
the world by providing practical answers to climate change, and actively seeks to implement
initiatives that enhance biodiversity on individual projects which are in keeping with local
communities and landscapes. More information is available at www.luminous.energy

Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects

Springwell is classified as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) because of its
generating capacity (over 50MW). NSIPs require planning permission to be granted by the
relevant Secretary of State through a Development Consent Order (DCO).

Further information about the DCO process is available at the Planning Inspectorate’s
website: https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/

* Based upon the average domestic electricity consumption per home (temperature corrected)
per the Energy Consumption in the UK (published September 2021, Table C9 of ECUK: Consumption
data tables)

** Based on 2021 census data (homes within the Lincolnshire County Council area)
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Peter Moyes pictured .
next to the airfield crash
gate where fans line up to
see the Red Arrows - 4]

By JOSHUA HARTLEY

joshua hartley@reachplc.com

A MAN who lives near a Nottingham-
shire air base fears the arrival of the
Red Arrows will also mean spectators
arriving in the area and causing dam-
age, trespassing, leaving litter - and
even usingitas a toilet.

The famous aerobatics display team
have been given permission to use the
airspace over RAF Syerston, in
Flintham, for training flights until April
17.

The RAF has said this temporary
arrangement would test the site asa
possible permanent solution for the
Red Arrows following the dosure of
their previous base at RAF Scampton.

But Peter Moyes, 62, who lives at one
of the two properties on Longhedge
Lane leading up to RAF Syerston,
claims to have suffered in the pastas a
result of the behaviour of some people
who have come to watch the dis-

had already unsuccess-

T “'_g!'

—— -

The Red Arrows at the
last formal parade at &8
- RAF Scampton beful‘e“__..m"'
e
put up fencing to stop people going
onto his land.

“The cars parking up cause damage,
but if we try putting down barriers or
try to move them away, it will just push
the problem somewhere else.

“The wood behind it is quite inacces-

sible to most people and has

which you would assume

plays. become a sanctuary for wildlife.
He explained some fans ‘ ‘ You see lots of deer there,

fully tried to get a
peek of the Red
Arrows in action.

would be impacted by

L e Y] thenDiSB."

The airspace is

“The favourite _ThEl’E’S no toilets or being used so two
spot is from just ~ Dins so when people are  jets from the team -
outside my house around for one or two known as the Syn-
up to the crash hours they go chro Pair - can carry

gate, which I have

seen a few people
showing up at
already. People just
drive over the place and
cause damage to the high-

ways, Mr Moyes said.

“People usually come down to watch
the gliders, but it is a completely differ-
ent level when the Red Arrows are here.

“A lot of people who are in favour [of
the Red Arrows] wouldn't be if they
lived next to it.

“The last display they had here the
lane was full and we couldn't really get
in or out.

“There’s no toilets or bins so when
people are around for one or two hours
they go wherever they can, that's why I
previously called them urinating and
defecatinglitter louts.”

Mr Moyes added: “My neighbour has

wherever they can.

Peter Moyes

out UK-based train-

ing before the Red

ArTOWS mMove overseas

to complete their tradi-

tional pre-season in more
settled weather.

RAF Scampton will remain the pri-
mary training airspace for the Red
Arrows throughout this period, with
the team’s home and main operating
base being RAF Waddington.

A Ministry of Defence spokesperson
saidt “Untl April 17, 2023, aircraft from
the Royal Air Force Aerobatic Team are
permitted to train over RAF Syerston.

“The team requires different airspace
sites depending on what type of train-
ingis needed to be completed.

“In accordance with UK regulation,
feedback on the activity will be under-
taken through electronic communica-
tion.”

New red Arrows base
not going down well
with the neighbours

Public consultation

24 January 2023 - 07 March 2023

We will shortly be consulting on our early plans for
Springwell Solar Farm, a proposed new solar farm with battery
storage in North Kesteven.

We are keen for as many people as possible to get in touch and
share their feedback during our consultation, which begins on
Tuesday 24 January 2023.

Get in touch

For further information or to request a copy of our consultation
materiels, please get in touch:

0800 038 3486
(9am to 5pm, Monday to Friday)

@ info@springwellsolarfarm.co.uk

Springwell Solar Farm, FREEPOST SEC Newgate
UK LOCAL (no stamp required)

Find out more by...

- Coming along to a
public exhibition:

Springwe :

Solar Farm

Tuesday 31 January
2pm-7Tpm

Wednesday 01 February
2pm-7pm

Blankney Old School House,
Drury St, LN4 3AZ

Scopwick Village Hall, Brookside,
LN4 3PA

Ashby de la Launde Village Hall,
Church Avenue, LN4 3JQ

Friday 03 February
11am-4pm

Saturday 04 February
11am-4pm

Metheringham Village Hall,
Fen Road, LN4 3AA

- Visiting springwellsolarfarm.co.uk Q Scopwick Village Hall,

Brookside, LN4 3PA

Blankney Golf Club, Lincoln Rd,
Blankney, Lincoln LN4 3AZ

- Picking up a copy of our consultation
booklet: (please check opening hours)
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‘Disgusted’ over
claims students

are nicking trolle %

MORRISONS APOLOGISED TO
SHOPPERS AND SAYS IT IS
DOING ALL IT CAN ON THE ISSUE

Public consultation

24 January 2023 - 07 March 2023

We will shortly be consulting on our early plans for
Springwell Solar Farm, a proposed new solar farm with battery
storage in North Kesteven.

We are keen for as many people as possible to get in touch and
share their feedback during our consultation, which begins on
Tuesday 24 January 2023.

Get in touch

For further information or to request a copy of our consultation
materials, please get in touch:

0800 038 3486
(9am to 5pm, Monday to Friday)
@ info@springwellsolarfarm.co.uk

Springwell Solar Farm, FREEPOST SEC Newgate
UK LOCAL (no stamp required)

Find out more by...

- Coming along to a
public exhibition:

Springwel

Blankney Old School House,
Drury St, LN4 3AZ

Scopwick Village Hall, Brookside,
LN4 3PA

Tuesday 31 January
Z2pm-7pm

Wednesday 01 February
2pm-7pm

Ashby de la Launde Village Hall,
Church Avenue, LN4 3JQ

Friday 03 February
11am-4pm

Saturday 04 February
11am-4pm

Q

Metheringham Village Hall,
Fen Road, LN4 3AA

Scopwick Village Hall,
Brookside, LN4 3PA

Blankney Golf Club, Lincoln Rd,
Blankney, Lincoln LN4 3AZ

- Visiting springwellsolarfarm.co.uk

- Picking up a copy of our consuiltation
booklet: (please check opening hours)

By ELEANOR MASLIN
news@lincolnshireecho.co.uk

A RETIRED police officer has said he s
“disgusted” after struggling to get a
shopping trolley at Morrisons in
Lincoln after claims that students are
stealing them.

Rodney White, 78, had to wait for a
woman to finish unloading her
shopping trolley as he could only find a
family-sized one out of five bays at
the Tritton Road store on Thursday,
January 12.

He claims that he was told by the
woman that students had taken the
trolleys to their Pavilion's accommoda-
tion nearby, which he says was then
confirmed by a staff member. Morri-
sons has said it is doing “all it can” to
solve the issue and has apologised to
shoppers.

Mr White, who uses a walking stick
and had parked in a disabled bay with
his blue badge, said: “It's disgusting.
Even for the most mobile of people, it
shouldn’t happen. It could be classed
as theft if theyre taking them
permanently. It's out of order.

“After 1 shopped another shopper
asked me for my trolley, I gladly gave it
to her but then a young man
approached and requested it almost
immediately” Mr Rodney, who has
lived in Lincoln for six years with his
wife, said that there are some changes
Morrisons could make to help deter
trolleys being stolen.

He said: “I think they could return to
putting the pound coins, which would
probably relieve the pressure a bit. One
or two more attendants could probably
be employed so they're around when
the trolleys are being taken.

“I'm inconvenienced but there are
people worse off than me. [Next time] I
would probably just drive around
before I park to see if there are any
trolleys”

He added: “Come on students and
return your trolleys.”

A spokesperson for Morrisons said:
“Trolleys are routinely collected from
the bays throughout the day and locked
instore overnight”

iQ) student accommodation has been
approached for comment.

Refuse lorry dumped its load

COUNCIL workers were forced to
dump a bin lorry's load outside a
man's doorstep on a quiet street
after a potential fire started within
the vehicle.

Steve Lealand woke up to find a
mountain of rubbish sat outside his
door in the middle of Little Bargate
Streetin Lincoln.

The incident took place onthe
morning of Tuesday, January 10
when the driver of the bin lorry
thought they could see smoke.
Workers used extinguishers to make
sure the load was safe before
dumping it in the street, right by Mr
Lealand's house.

The 73-year-old said it was one of
the most bizarre things he's seen
downthe street during the 20 years
he's lived there. He added: | woke up
in the morning, came down and saw
some hi-vis jackets so | looked out
and saw the big pile of rubbish. The
workers got another truck to get rid
of it, and it was all gone in two or

three journeys by around 4pm."

A spokesperson for City of Lincoln
Council said: *The driver of one of our
refuse lorries thought they saw
smoke coming from the rear of their
vehicle. Their colleagues used fire
extinguishers on the non-compacted
load before it was emptied onto the
street for further inspection.
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One Consultation
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Phase One Consultation
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Solar Farm

We are now consulting on
our early plans for Springwell
Solar Farm.

Springwell is a proposed new solar
farm with battery storage located

in North Kesteven - capable of
providing enough clean, secure and
affordable energy to meet the needs
of over 180 OOO homes™* each year.

ThIS new$le er sets out you
get invol ed the ultatlon
re you can get more rmation

and‘how\you can send us your

feedb\ack.
\

This consultation is running

between Tuesday 24 January

and Tuesday 7 March 2023.

*Based upon the average domestic electricity
consumption per home (temperature corrected)
per the Energy Consumption in the UK (published
September 2021, Table C9 of ECUK: Consumption
data tables)




How to
get involved

You can find out more about You can share your views on

Springwell by: Springwell by:

- Getting in touch with us by phoning 0800 038 3486, - Completing an online questionnaire at:
emailing info@springwellsolarfarm.co.uk or writing www.springwellsolarfarm.co.uk
to our Freepost (no stamp required) address:
Springwe" Solar Farm - Emalllng a questionnaire to:
FREEPOST SEC NEWGATE UK LOCAL info@springwellsolarfarm.co.uk

- Visiting our project website: - Posting (no stamp required) a
www.springwellsolarfarm.co.uk questionnaire to:

where you can view and download our consultation

materials, and visit our virtual exhibition. Springwell Solar Farm

FREEPOST SEC NEWGATE UK LOCAL

- Coming along to the public exhibitions we are holding: Submitting your comments by email to

info@springwellsolarfarm.co.uk or in

Blankney Old School House, Tuesday 31 January writing to the above Freepost address.
Drury St, LN4 3AZ 2pm-7pm

Scopwick Village Hall, Brookside, =~ Wednesday 01 February All responses must be received
LN4 3PA 2pm-7pm by the consultation deadline
Ashby de la Launde Village Hall, Friday 03 February of 11:59pm on Tuesday 07

Church Avenue, LN4 3JQ 11am-4pm March 2023.

Metheringham Village Hall, Saturday 04 February

Fen Road, LN4 3AA 11am-4pm

Following this consultation, we will
consider all of the feedback that we
receive and continue to develop our
- Getting in touch by post, email or phone to request a plans for Springwell ahead of the next
copy of our consultation booklet, which we will send free stage of consultation.
of charge to your address.

- Collecting a copy of our consultation booklet from the
following locations (please check opening hours):

Blankney Golf Club, Lincoln Road,
Blankney LN4 3AZ

Scopwick Village Hall,
Brookside, LN4 3PA

Metheringham Community Library, High Street,
Metheringham LN4 3DZ
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ADDRESS 1
ADDRESS 2
ADDRESS 3
ADDRESS 4
POSTCODE

Tuesday 24 January 2023

Dear Sir/Madam

Share your views on Springwell Solar Farm

We are writing to invite you to respond to a consultation on our early plans for Springwell
Solar Farm by Tuesday 7 March 2023.

Our early plans

You may remember that we got in touch earlier this month introduce our proposals a new
solar farm with battery storage capable of providing enough clean, secure, and affordable
energy to meet the needs of over 180,000 homes. That’s the equivalent of around half of all
homes in Lincolnshire.

Springwell is backed by EDF Renewables UK and Luminous Energy - two companies with a
long history in helping meet the country’s need for renewable energy. It would be located
predominantly on land owned by Blankney Estates and on several parcels of farmland from
the A15 in the west to the B1189 in the east.

You can find more information about Springwell in the consultation booklet enclosed with this
letter. We have also launched a dedicated website, www.springwellsolarfarm.co.uk, for
Springwell.

The consultation

We are now consulting on our early plans for Springwell from Tuesday 24 January 2023. We
are currently at the earliest stages of Springwell, with local views vital to helping us develop
our plans.

We are seeking your feedback at this stage to make sure we can consider it while we’re still
developing our plans and carrying out our assessments.

As an important community representative, we would like to invite you to a preview of the
public exhibitions we are holding during the consultation:

e Tuesday 31 January (1pm-2pm)
Blankney Old School House, Drury Street, Blankney, LN4 3AZ

e Saturday 4 February (10am-11am)
Metheringham Village Hall, Fen Road, Metheringham, LN4 3AA

You would also be very welcome to attend any of the public exhibitions we are holding during
the consultation period.



http://www.springwellsolarfarm.co.uk/

You can find out more about these, and the other ways you and the people you represent
can take part in the consultation, in the booklet enclosed with this letter.

Share your views

You can share your views on our proposals for Springwell by:

¢ Completing a consultation questionnaire online at:
springwellsolarfarm.co.uk/questionnaire

¢ Emailing a questionnaire to info@springwellsolarfarm.co.uk

e Posting a questionnaire (no stamp required) to Springwell Solar Farm, FREEPOST
SEC Newgate UK LOCAL

e Submitting your response in writing by email to info@springwellsolarfarm.co.uk or in
writing to the above Freepost address

If you would like to meet, or have any other questions, please do get in touch with us on
0800 038 3486 or info@springwellsolarfarm.co.uk.

Yours sincerely,

Head of Solar,
EDF Renewables UK


http://www.springwellsolarfarm.co.uk/questionnaire
mailto:info@springwellsolarfarm.co.uk
mailto:info@springwellsolarfarm.co.uk
mailto:info@springwellsolarfarm.co.uk

Appendix A-2.3

Phase One Consultation
booklet
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Climate change is a challenge

we must all play our part in
addressing — from the small
changes in our everyday lives to the
transformational changes we need
to make across our whole economy,
particularly the way we power our
homes, businesses and transport
systems. Over the next decade, we’ll
need to replace the fossil fuels that
once powered our economy with
sources of low-carbon electricity.

Solar is an important part of the way we
can meet this challenge - it is affordable,
reliable and can be built quickly.

EDF Renewables is passionate about

Foreword

creating a net-zero future where clean
energy powers our lives. We're already
one of the UK and Ireland’s leading
renewable energy companies, developing,
building, operating and maintaining
wind, solar and battery storage projects.
Together with Luminous Energy, a
company with numerous solar farms

in development across the UK and
abroad, we are delighted to introduce
our plans for Springwell Solar Farm.

Springwell would make an important
contribution to our future energy network
by producing enough clean, secure and
affordable energy to power over 180,000
homes every year - that’s around half

of all the homes in Lincolnshire™.

* Based upon the average domestic electricity consumption per home
(temperature corrected) per the Energy Consumption in the UK (published

September 2021, Table C9 of ECUK: Consumption data tables)

We are currently at the earliest stages
of Springwell, with local views vital to
helping us develop our plans. We are
keen to hear your feedback, which will
help shape our proposals and ensure
Springwell can benefit the community
throughouit its lifetime. | encourage
everyone to get involved in this
consultation and share your views.

| hope we will see you at one of our
consultation events and we look forward
to hearing your feedback.

Ben Fawcett
Head of Solar,

EDF Renewables UK
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Introduction

Springwell Solar Farm is a proposed new solar farm with battery storage in North Kesteven
capable of providing enough clean, secure and affordable energy to meet the needs
of over 180,000 homes™ every year. That’s the equivalent of half the homes in Lincolnshire.

Like most solar farms, Springwell For example, to support new habitats.
would have a fixed lifespan of around
40 years and could be built and
operated with limited impact to the
land beneath it. This means that once
the panels are removed, the land could
be returned to agricultural use. In fact,
it is possible to continue to use the
land between and beneath the panels
during operation.

We also want Springwell to benefit
the local area throughout its lifetime
and we will work closely with the
community to identify opportunities
to support local initiatives.

* Based upon the average domestic electricity consumption per home
(temperature corrected) per the Energy Consumption in the UK
(published September 2021, Table C9 of ECUK: Consumption data




Who are we?

Springwell is backed by EDF Renewables UK

and Luminous Energy.

EDF Renewables has over 25 years’
worth of experience delivering renewable
energy projects in more than 20 countries
around the world. In the UK, we have 38
operating sites providing much needed
affordable, low carbon electricity across
all renewable technologies.

We're pleased to be working with
Luminous Energy, an established UK-
based renewable energy developer
with projects in the UK, US, Chile
and Australia.

EDF Renewables invests for the long-
term in the projects and communities
where we operate. We remain involved
in and committed to projects over their
lifetime from development, construction
and operation, all the way through

to decommissioning.

We're also working closely with

the Blankney Estate, the owner

of the majority of the land for Springwell.
Springwell will play an important role

in safeguarding its future agricultural
operations while supporting the estate’s
ethos of long term sustainability,

for the benefit of the environment

and future generations.



Why here?

Lincolnshire has played an important
role in powering the nation for almost
a century — generating electricity from
coal and gas and feeding it into the
National Grid to reach millions across
the nation.

While these traditional methods

of electricity generation are being
phased out, the grid infrastructure which
transported this electricity is still in place.

By adding more entry and exit
points to this network via new
substations, clean methods of
electricity generation can feed

Y

into it, allowing us to use this
existing pylon infrastructure. We
have secured a grid connection
agreement with National Grid
which would allow us to export

up to 80OOMW of electricity to this
network, through a new substation
owned by National Grid. There
would also be capacity to import
power from the network.

North Kesteven is well suited for
solar energy generation. It is suitably
sunny and its landscape has many
positive attributes for ground
mounted solar panels.

-~

During this consultation, we are seeking your views on our early
plans for Springwell, including any local knowledge which could help
progress our design.

In selecting the site for Springwell,
we have ensured that there is enough
suitable land available to support a
solar farm while also allowing parts

of the site to be used for recreation,
landscaping and ecological
enhancements.

It can also be easily accessed from
the existing road network and is
away from places identified by

the government as having special
landscape and ecological value,
such as Areas of Outstanding
National Beauty.




What’s happening now?

We are now consulting on our early Alongside explaining our early

proposals for Springwell. We’re proposals, the rest of this booklet

seeking feedback at this stage so it sets out the process we need to

can inform our plans while they are follow to get planning consent, and

still being developed. explains how we will carry out our
assessments.

Community input will be vital to helping
shape a design that supplies clean,
secure and affordable electricity

while enhancing the surrounding
environment.

It also sets out the different ways you
can get involved and share your views.

Some parts of Springwell need

to be guided by the results of our
environmental assessments and the
technical work we will carry out. Other
parts are more open, with consultation
feedback helping us develop our plans.

Throughout the booklet, you will see
this icon ? which means there is a
question on this topic in our feedback
questionnaire.







The application
Process

Springwell Solar Farm is classed as

a Nationally Significant Infrastructure
Project (NSIP) because of the amount
of electricity it would generate (over
50MW). This means we need to apply
for a special type of planning consent
called a Development Consent Order
(DCO) to build and operate it.

For more information on the DCO
planning process, please visit:

infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk

Consultation is an important part of the
DCO process as it enables everyone
to comment on the proposals. The
feedback received, along with further
technical work and environmental
studies, will inform the development

of our proposals before we submit

our DCO application to the Planning
Inspectorate (PINS).

The Planning Inspectorate will then review
and examine the application, including
encouraging submission of views from
communities and other interested parties,
before making a recommendation to the
Secretary of State for Business, Energy
and Industrial Strategy, who will take the
final decision on whether or

not to grant consent.

NON-STATUTORY

CONSULTATION DEVELOP OUM

STATEMENT OF
COMMUNITY
CONSULTATION

10

STATUTORY
CONSULTATION

APPLICATION
SUBMISSION



Role of
consultation

We are carrying out this consultation to
introduce our plans and gain your early
feedback. This is called a ‘non-statutory
consultation’ as it is in addition to the
statutory consultation we will carry out
as part of the application process.

Local councils play a very important
role in this process and we will be
consulting with them at every stage —
including on how we will conduct our
statutory consultation. We will develop

and agree a ‘Statement of Community
Consultation” which will set out how we
plan to consult with the local community.

The statutory consultation will show how
our plans have evolved in response to
the feedback we have received from
this consultation. It will also reflect

the outputs of our environmental
assessment work and include more detail
about the layout and design

of Springwell.

This will be a further opportunity to
share your views and feedback with us.

If there is anything you think we should
include in our statutory consultation,
please let us know in your feedback.

ACCEPTANCE PRE-EXAMINATION

EXAMINATION RECOMMENDATION

11

SECRETARY OF
STATE DECISION

CONSTRUCTION
STARTS
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Our aim is to design a layout The early design for Springwell will
for Springwell that is sensitive continue to be refined as our plans

t 4 . evolve, with our design process
OySUITOUNaiNg ComMmLINIISs guided by the early principles we have

and responds to the distinctive developed. We will, for example, retain
character of the local all existing Public Rights of Way, provide
environment. buffers from heritage sites and residential

properties and use areas within the

Springwell site to create new habitats.
We’ve shown these on the next page,
along with our early design.



Our approach to design

We have developed some early principles that will guide the design
of Springwell as our plans evolve.

®
),

The amenity of homes and villages
would be protected, with buffers
and setbacks separating them
from solar panels.

Existing trees and woodlands
would be retained with buffers
from solar development.

Existing hedgerow and ditch
networks would be retained where
possible and managed to

boost biodiversity.

New habitats would be created
to support farmland birds such
as skylark and grey partridge and
animals such as brown hares.

We would work to deliver a
biodiversity net gain
at Springwell.

g

Existing Public Rights of Way
and permissive footpaths within
the Springwell site would be
retained.

Local wildlife sites would be
M retained and improved, creating

new grassland habitat.

We would respect the history
and settings of local historic
and cultural sites, responding
to the distinctive character

of the local environment.

14

E Indicative Springwell boundary

- Existing woodland

E Existing power line and pylons within Springwell

E Existing railway line

E Existing wall retained and enhanced

E Existing hedgerows retained
and enhanced

E Existing Public Rights of Way
and footpaths

__| Potential area for solar development

~77] Potential area for solar development,
substation and/or consolidated
battery storage.

- Potential area for mitigation,
enhancement and/or
retained agricultural land

Potential access
|:| Potential new permissive footpaths

E Existing watercourses



Metheringham
]

This plan shows our early thinking for
Springwell. As part of this consultation,
we are seeking your feedback on our
early design - including where we have
placed different elements of the solar
farm, our initial ideas for new footpaths
and habitats and whether there is >
any information we need to take into
account as we develop our plans. ?
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We want to enhance the
existing footpath network
to improve recreation,
linking existing Public
Rights of Way in and
around Springwell as
well as providing new
routes to enjoy.

We are working to
determine the best
location for the battery
storage to ensure it is
placed sensitively. We are
also considering whether
to locate the battery
storage in one area
alongside the substation,
or having three smaller
batteries spread out
across the site.

Access to Springwell
would be via the A15
and onto the B1191.



Springwell
West
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E Indicative Springwell boundary

- Existing woodland

Existing power line and pylons

within Springwell
E Existing railway line

E Existing wall retained and enhanced

E Existing hedgerows retained
and enhanced

|
. r

E Existing Public Rights of Way
and footpaths

% Potential area for solar development

77 Potential area for solar development,
////// substation and/or consolidated
battery storage.
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Springwell
Central
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nhhancing the

x local environment

Parts of the Springwell site would be
used for recreational, landscape and
ecological enhancements. Our early
design shows our initial thoughts
about what we could include - such as
introducing new habitats, new planting
and setting parts of Springwell back

from important landscape features and
residential properties. We are keen to
hear your thoughts on what we could
include and where these could be.?

We are also aware that there is an
opportunity to improve the existing
footpath network, by providing links
between existing Public Rights of Way
in and around Springwell as well as
providing new routes for residents to
enjoy. ?




Construction

Our current thinking is that the main
construction access to Springwell
would be via the A15 and onto the
B1191. Within Springwell itself, we
intend to use existing agricultural
access tracks and field gateways for
internal access where possible. We will
provide more detail about construction
routes and how traffic will be managed
at a later stage of consultation.

Within the Springwell site, temporary
construction compounds would be
created before construction begins
which would store materials, plant and
equipment. They would also include
staff welfare facilities, waste storage and
wheel washing areas.

As the design for Springwell evolves
we’ll be able to share more detail on the
construction process. The next stage
of consultation will include proposed
construction activities and their duration
and how we propose to limit the effects
of construction on local communities.

Operation

Solar farms are quiet neighbours and
once operational, require minimal
upkeep. Springwell would be managed
throughout its lifetime by a team of
permanent staff who would ensure all
elements of Springwell are monitored
and maintained, including the solar
panels and battery storage as well as
the landscaping and habitats we would
introduce.

Battery storage technology is safe

and makes use of tried and tested
technology, much of which we use in our
day-to-day lives. While battery storage
at Springwell would be larger in scale,
we would build safety measures into our
battery design, including for example,
self-contained units for each battery

and a fire extinguishing system.

This is something we already do at
the battery storage sites we manage
around the country. We will work with
Lincolnshire Fire and Rescue and the
Health and Safety Executive, along
with other relevant statutory bodies,
throughout the development

of Springwell.

20

Decommissioning

The operational lifetime of Springwell is
expected to be around 40 years. At the
end of Springwell’s operational lifetime,
we will dismantle all above ground
material and recycle where practicable,
in line with the best practice at that time
and a decommissioning plan.

Like any other electrical waste,

solar panels need to be disposed of
responsibly and safely. Around 85%

of solar panel parts are now recyclable,
and the major panel components
including the glass, aluminium and
copper can all be recovered. With
recycling methods improving all the
time, this is likely to be even greater

in the future.



w does a
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How does a

solar farm work?

Solar farms use energy from the sun (1)
to generate electricity, supported by battery
storage and a substation to feed

the electricity into the National Grid.

The solar panels (3) are set up in rows,
connected to each other by cables to
transfer the electricity generated by

the panels to inverters. Once mounted

the panels at Springwell would be
approximately four metres at their highest
point. Our current thinking is that we would
use fixed panels, however we may explore
the potential for using ‘tracking panels’
(which follow the sun as it moves through
the sky), in limited areas.

Inverters (4) are needed to convert the
direct current (DC) electricity which is
generated into alternating current (AC)

electricity, suitable for it to be transferred
to the solar farm substation.

Inverters are housed in areas sometimes
referred to as ‘Balance of Solar System’,
along with transformers to step up the
voltage and switchgear which controls the
electrical equipment. This area would be up
to three and a half metres in height.

Collector compounds (6) can be used to
reduce the amount of cabling that is needed
by collecting electricity from a number

of inverters, stepping up the voltage and
sending it to the solar farm substation. The
maximum height of the equipment within
these compounds at Springwell would be
Six metres.

The solar farm substation (7) receives
all the electricity and sends it on to the

National Grid substation (9) to enter the
electricity network.

The substation includes a control building
with a small amount of office space,
storage and welfare facilities. At Springwell,
it is likely that this area would be located
alongside battery storage, if this is located
in one area.

The main role of battery storage (8) is to
store electricity at times when demand is
lower and release it to the National Grid
when it is most needed. The height of the
battery units at Springwell will not be more
than three metres, although there may be
some electrical plant of up to six metres

in height. At this stage, we have not made
decisions about where the battery storage
would be located and how it would appear.

Our commitment to providing low-carbon energy means we are constantly searching for ways to innovate. We are, for example, pioneering

the use of green hydrogen to decarbonise hard-to-reach areas of our economy, such as the industrial sector. As complementary renewable
technologies evolve, we will consider - and consult on - whether they might be suitable for extending the benefits of Springwell.

22



This diagram shows the main elements that typically make up a solar farm.

Not to scale and for indicative purposes only.

?? ¢*°
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Solar Energy

Fencing

Solar Panels

Inverters

Landscape and Biodiversity Areas
Collector Compounds

Solar farm substation

Battery Storage

. National Grid Substation

0. Cables

A\ 4

Battery storage is important because
renewable technologies like wind and solar Solar panels don’t need direct sunlight
do not generate electricity at a constant rate to work and can produce power all year

— and the times electricity is generated is not round. Even in winter, solar technology
always when electricity demand is highest. is powerful and effective. At one point in
Battery storage therefore stores energy for February 2022, solar provided more than
when it is most needed. 20% of the UK'’s electricity.

= © ® N ook
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Connecting
to the grid

Large amounts of electricity are transported
around the country every day by a
transmission network called the National
Grid. This isn’t the electricity you use in
your home — this is supplied from your

local network which takes electricity from
the National Grid and feeds it through to
homes and businesses.

It’s helpful to think of our electricity system
like our road network. The National Grid

is the high-speed route (the motorway)
which transfers electricity over a large
area while the local networks connect into
it to distribute electricity to local areas,
acting like ‘B roads’. To get the electricity
generated by Springwell to homes and
businesses, we need to connect into

the National Grid.

We have secured a grid connection
agreement with National Grid which
would allow us to export up to 8B00MW

of electricity to this network, through

a new substation owned by National Grid.
There would also be capacity to import
power from the network.

Our preference is for this substation

to be located within the Springwell site,
connecting into the existing overhead
power line which crosses it. This would
be done either using transmission towers
or sealing end compounds, which house
the connection between the overhead
line and underground cabling. We are
working with National Grid to determine
the most appropriate location.

24







Assessing
environmental
effects

Assessing environmental
effects is a key part of the

DCO process. We will carry

out an Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) for Springwell
Solar Farm.

This will assess the potential effects
(both positive and negative) Springwell
would have on the environment, and
ensure that these are considered in the
design process.

These environmental assessments
will look at a range of topics such as
cultural heritage, landscape and visual
impact, flood risk and ecology over
the whole of Springwell’s lifetime —
construction, through operation,

and to decommissioning.

We will present our early findings in a
Preliminary Environmental Information
Report (PEIR) at a later stage of
consultation. The final results of these
assessments will be presented in an
Environmental Statement (ES) which
will accompany our DCO application.

This process will also help us to identify
how best we can reduce the potential
environmental effects of Springwell.

Where significant effects are identified,
the report will also explore the measures
we would take to avoid, mitigate or
compensate for these effects in order

to reduce Springwell’s impact.

We have outlined some of the topics
and how we will approach our
assessment on the following pages.

26

We will shortly be submitting
a report to the Planning
Inspectorate (called a
‘Scoping Report’) which sets
out our proposed approach to
assessing effects and shows
our early assessments.

These assessments cover all
of the land within Springwell
- more than we would use
for solar development. This

is to make sure we identify
which areas are most suitable
for solar and which should

be used for environmental
enhancements or retained for
agricultural use.

The early results of these
assessments have already
helped shape our early
thinking on the design for
Springwell which we have
shown on pages 14-18.
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Community benefit

We recognise that the Wherever we operate, we We welcome suggestions
construction and operation also give something back from the community as to

of solar farms can affect the to the local community. how we can make a positive
communities around them. All our onshore wind and local contribution, ? whether
As long-term investors in our solar sites in the UK have a that’s through funding,
projects and the communities  dedicated community fund employment and training,
where we operate, we are to spend on improvements or environmental

committed to being good in the local area during programmes.

neighbours. development and over

their operational lifetimes.

I
Some examples of community projects we have helped fund include improvements to
village halls, footpaths, wildlife projects and tree planting. We’re always looking for new
ways we can make a difference locally. More recently, we’ve been in discussions with
communities about providing electric vehicle charging infrastructure in their area.

We are also interested

in hearing about existing
community funds or
organisations that might
be interested in partnering
with Springwell.



Natural environment
and ecology

Springwell would not only bring environmental benefits by
contributing to UK’s net-zero goal, it also has the potential
to make a positive impact on the local environment.

The assessments that we are carrying out will identify the
species and habitats currently in the area and assess any
effects Springwell could have.

We are aiming to deliver a substantial ‘net gain’ in
biodiversity. We will use feedback from the consultation
and our ongoing work with stakeholders to design a
detailed biodiversity plan for Springwell.

Our design will ensure habitats and corridors for existing
wildlife are retained and enhanced, while creating new
habitats suitable for the area to increase the landscape’s
biodiversity value.

We would also manage the land between and beneath the
panels throughout Springwell’s operational lifetime to help
improve the condition of the soil, allowing it to recover for
future long-term farming use. Soil which is used for any kind
of production needs time to rest and regenerate to regain
its quality and replenish nutrients in the soil. This is called a
fallow period, and is a common practice used by farmers.

29

What is biodiversity net gain?

Biodiversity net gain is the term used to describe
the process of increasing the overall biodiversity
value of a given site. It is calculated by using the
difference between pre-development and post-
development habitat data. From 2023, all new
developments are required to deliver at least ten
percent biodiversity net gain on site.

We have partnered with Nature Positive, an
environmental consultancy, to help researchers
carry out academic research to look at how all our
solar farms can be managed to boost biodiversity,
improve wildlife habitats and soil health.




Land
use

At the moment, solar farms occupy less
than 0.1% of the UK’s land. Government
plans to significantly scale up solar in line
with its net-zero target are expected to
bring this up to just 0.3% of the UK land
area. The design of Springwell would be
informed by detailed surveys to identify
the land most suitable for continued
farming and where appropriate, provide
a robust justification for using such land.

Climate
change

Springwell would make an important
contribution to tackling climate
change by reducing our reliance

on more carbon-intensive forms of
electricity generation, providing new,
clean energy to power homes and
businesses across the UK.

The UK Government has also
recognised that climate change is
the biggest medium to long term
risk to our domestic food supply,
making the delivery of sources of
new renewable energy so important.

Reducing
visual Impact

While solar farms are low-lying in nature,
we recognise that they represent a
change to what is currently there. Our
aim is to design Springwell sensitively
to reduce its visual impact and protect
the amenity of our neighbours. As part
of our assessments, we will examine
the effect Springwell could have on

the landscape from a range of public
viewpoints around the site. Where
appropriate, we will propose mitigation
such as new planting to help screen the
site, in line with the principles we have
set out on page 14.
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Responding to
our consultation

We are keen for as many people as
possible to get in touch, meet with us
and share their feedback during our
consultation.

This consultation is running between
Tuesday 24 January 2023 and
Tuesday 07 March 2023.

Finding out more

You can find out more about Springwell
Solar Farm by:

e Coming along to the public exhibitions
we are holding

e Visiting springwellsolarfarm.co.uk,
where you can visit our virtual exhibition

e Contacting us on 0800 038 3486
or info@springwellsolarfarm.co.uk

Public
exhibitions

Tuesday 31 January (2pm-7pm)
Blankney Old School House, Drury St,
Blankney, LN4 3AZ

Wednesday 01 February (2pm-7pm)
Scopwick Village Hall, Brookside,
Scopwick, LN4 3PA

Friday 03 February (11am-4pm)
Ashby de la Launde Village Hall, Church Avenue,
Ashby de la Launde, LN4 3JQ

Saturday 04 February (11am-4pm)
Metheringham Village Hall, Fen Road,
Metheringham, LN4 3AA






Consultation
guestionnaire

Thank you for taking the time to read through our early plans and proposals for Springwell. Our consultation
questionnaire is available both on our website and in hard copy, and we have set out the ways you can get
in touch and share your views on the back page of this booklet.

Early plans

At this stage in our design process, we have
developed principles which will guide the design of
Springwell.

Q1. Do you have any comments on our early plans
and proposals for:

a. the potential locations of the solar energy
generation element of Springwell?

b. the areas we are looking at for the battery
storage element of Springwell?

c. any other elements of Springwell?

34

Enhancing the local environment

We have had some early thoughts on what could

e suitable to balance any effects Springwell could
have and ways we could improve what is currently
there, including the potential for improving the existing
footpath network.

Q2. Are there any environmental enhancements you
think we should include as part of the proposals?

Q3. Do you have any feedback on our proposals for
new public footpaths or suggestions for other
improvements or additional routes”?

Q4. Do you have any other information about the area
and local environment which you think we should
take into account?



Communities

We recognise that the construction and operation of solar
farms can affect the communities around them. Each of

our onshore wind and solar sites in the UK has a dedicated
community fund to spend on improvements in the local area
during its development and over the lifetime of its operation.

Q5. Do you have any ideas you would like to share about
how Springwell could support local community
initiatives?

Q6. Are you aware of any existing community funds or
organisations that might be interested in partnering with
Springwell?

Q7. Please leave any further comments or suggestions you
have.

35



Sharing
your VIEWS

You can share your views on our proposals for
Springwell Solar Farm by:

e Completing a consultation questionnaire online at:

springwellsolarfarm.co.uk/questionnaire

¢ Emailing a questionnaire to
info@springwellsolarfarm.co.uk

¢ Posting a questionnaire (no stamp required) to:
Springwell Solar Farm
FREEPOST SEC Newgate UK LOCAL

e Submitting your comments by email to:
info@springwellsolarfarm.co.uk
or in writing to the above Freepost address.

Get in touch

Phone:
0800 038 3486

Email:
info@springwellsolarfarm.co.uk

Next Steps

All responses must be received by the consultation
deadline of 11:59pm on Tuesday 07 March 2023.

Following this consultation, we will consider all

of the feedback that we receive and continue to
develop our plans for Springwell ahead of the next
stage of consultation.

Our DCO application will include a Consultation
Report setting out how we have had regard to
the responses received during all phases

of consultation.

Springwefé

Solar Farm

springwellsolarfarm.co.uk
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PHASE ONE CONSULTATION

m

Springgggili

Share your
feedback




Thank you for taking the time to share your views on
our early plans and proposals for Springwell Solar Farm.

How to respond to our consultation

We are seeking your feedback at this stage
to make sure we can consider it while we are
still developing our plans. This questionnaire
is designed to be used having read about
our proposals in the consultation booklet.
You can answer as many or as few
questions as you like and are welcome to
use the additional space at the end of the
questionnaire to provide further information.
You can respond to the consultation by:

- Completing this questionnaire online:
www.springwellsolarfarm.co.uk

- Emailing a questionnaire to:
info@springwellsolarfarm.co.uk

- Posting this questionnaire (no stamp
required) to:

Springwell Solar Farm
FREEPOST SEC NEWGATE UK LOCAL

- Submitting your comments by email to
info@springwellsolarfarm.co.uk
or in writing to the above Freepost address.

All responses must be received by the
consultation deadline of 11:59pm
on Tuesday 07 March 2023.

Following this consultation, we will consider all
the feedback that we receive and continue to

develop our plans for Springwell ahead of the

next stage of consultation.



Early plans

As part of this consultation, we are seeking your feedback on the early design of Springwell -
including where we have placed different elements of the solar farm.

Q1. Do you have any comments on our early plans and proposals for:
a. the potential locations of the solar energy generation element of Springwell?



b. the areas we are looking at for the battery storage element of Springwell?

c. any other elements of Springwell?



Enhancing the local environment

Parts of the Springwell site would be used for recreational, landscape and ecological
enhancements. We are keen to hear your thoughts on what we could include and where these

could be.

Q2. Are there any environmental enhancements you think we should include as part of the
proposals?



Q3. Do you have any feedback on our proposals for new public footpaths or suggestions for
other improvements or additional routes?

Q4. Do you have any other information about the area and local environment which you think
we should take into account?



Communities

We recognise that the construction and operation of solar farms can affect the coommunities around
them. All our onshore wind and solar sites in the UK have a dedicated community fund to spend on
improvements in the local area during its development and over the lifetime of its operation.

Q5. Do you have any ideas you would like to share about how Springwell could support local
community initiatives?

Q6. Are you aware of any existing community funds or organisations that might be interested
in partnering with Springwell?



Q7. Please leave any further comments or suggestions you have.



Please use this space to expand on any answers you have given or provide additional information.









If you would like to be kept updated on this project, please provide your contact details below:

vame:
adcress: [
e

Are you responding on behalf of an organisation? No .

If yes, please provide the name of the organisation and your role within it.

Organisation: |
ol

Any comments received will be analysed by Springwell Energyfarm Ltd and any of its
appointed agents. Copies may be made available in due course to the Secretary of State,
the Planning Inspectorate and other relevant statutory authorities so that feedback can be
considered as part of the DCO process. We will request that any personal details are not
placed on public record and will be held securely by Springwell Energyfarm Ltd and its
agents in accordance with the data protection law and will be used solely in connection
with the consultation process and subsequent DCO application and, except as noted
above, will not be passed to third parties.

SpringweW

Solar Farm
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Solar Farm

Consultation begins on new solar farm in North Kesteven which could
power over 180,000 homes

North Kesteven, Lincolnshire (24 January 2023) — Consultation has begun on plans for
Springwell Solar Farm, a proposed new solar farm with battery storage located between
Lincoln and Sleaford.

Springwell Solar Farm would make a significant contribution to the UK’s future energy mix by
providing enough clean, secure energy to power over 180,000 homes* every year — the
equivalent of around half the homes in Lincolnshire**.

As well as delivering vital clean energy, parts of the Springwell site would also be used for
recreational, landscape and ecological enhancements. The early design of Springwell, which
has been published as part of this consultation, includes suggestions for new habitats,
planting and improvements to the existing footpath network.

The consultation will run for six weeks, closing on Tuesday 7 March. Feedback from local
communities will help shape early plans for Springwell and identify potential benefits that it
could support in the local area.

As part of the consultation, members of the public are invited to a series of public exhibitions
to meet with the team and share their feedback.

EDF Renewables UK’s Head of Solar, Ben Fawcett said, “We are currently at a very early
stage with our plans for Springwell, with the feedback we receive during this consultation
helping to inform our plans while they are still being developed.

We encourage everyone to get in touch, meet with us and share their views during the
consultation.”

The exhibitions will take place at the following dates and locations:

Tuesday 31 January — Blankney Old School House (2pm —7pm)
- Wednesday 01 February — Scopwick Village Hall (2pm — 7pm)

Friday 03 February — Ashby de la Launde Village Hall (11am — 4pm)
- Saturday 04 February — Metheringham Village Hall (11am — 4pm)

Members of the public can also visit a dedicated website: www.springwellsolarfarm.co.uk to
view and download the consultation materials and visit a virtual exhibition on the plans from
Tuesday 24 January.

Copies of the consultation materials can also be picked up at the following locations:
- Blankney Golf Club, Lincoln Road, Blankney LN4 3AZ
- Scopwick Village Hall, Brookside, LN4 3PA
- Metheringham Community Library, High Street, LN4 3DZ

All responses must be received by the consultation deadline of 11:59pm on Tuesday 07
March 2023.

For further information, please contact:
info@springwellsolarfarm.co.uk

0800 038 3486

---- ENDS ----




Notes to editors

Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects

Springwell is classified as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) because of its
generating capacity (over 50MW). NSIPs require planning permission to be granted by the
relevant Secretary of State through a Development Consent Order (DCO).

Further information about the DCO process is available at the Planning Inspectorate’s
website: https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/

* Based upon the average domestic electricity consumption per home (temperature
corrected) per the Energy Consumption in the UK (published September 2021, Table C9 of
ECUK: Consumption data tables)

** Based on 2021 census data (homes within the Lincolnshire County Council area)
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News |

Child rapist convicted
after abusing children
as young as seven

Public consultation

24 January 2023 - 07 March 2023

We are now consulting on our early plans for
Springwell Solar Farm, a proposed new solar farm with

battery storage in North Kesteven.

We are Keen for as many people as possible to get in touch
and share their feedback during our consultation.

Get in touch

For further information or to request a copy of our consultation

materials, please get in touch:

0800 038 3486

(9am to Spm, Monday to Friday)

@ info@springwellsolarfarm.co.uk

UK LOCAL (no stamp required)

( i Springwell Solar Farm, FREEPOST SEC Newgate

Find out more by...

- Coming along to a
public exhibition:

Springwe

Solar Farm

Blankney Old School House,
Drury St, LN4 3AZ

Tuesday 31 January
2pm-7pm

Scopwick Village Hall, Brookside,
LN4 3PA

Wednesday 01 February
2pm-7pm

Ashby de la Launde Village Hall,
Church Avenue, LN4 3JQ

Friday 03 February
11am-4pm

Metheringham Village Hall,
Fen Road, LN4 3AA

Saturday 04 February
11am-4pm

- Visiting springwellsolarfarm.co.uk
- Picking up a copy of our consultation
booklet: (please check opening hours)

»

Scopwick Village Hall, Brookside, LN4 3PA
Blankney Golf Club, Lincoln Rd, Blanknay,
Lincoin, LN4 3AZ

Metheringham Community Library,
High Street, Metheringham, LN4 30DZ

i,

Christopher?
Manning wil be
sentenced in

OFFENCES WERE COMMI TTED
OVER A ZO-YEAR ERIOD

e _'l.

By JOE GRIFFIN
news@lincolnshireecho.couk

A MAN has been convicted of raping
and sexually assaulting children as
young as seven over a 20-year period.

Christopher Manning, 38, from
Grantham, was arrested in February
last year after he was identified as being
involved in exchanging indecent
images and encouraging the abuse of
children online.

During online chats, Manning had
stated that he was “into” young chil-
dren, and claimed to have sexually
assaulted a four-year-old girl on several
occasions, saying he wanted to video
and watch the abuse back

Manning also asked an online con-
tact to send videos of him sexually
abusing seven-and-11-year-old chil-
dren, saying he “..would love to video
call and watch your action”

Further National Crime Agency
(NCA) inquiries established that Man-
ning had raped and sexually assaulted
young children over the course of many
years. His first victim described how, in
1998 when aged seven, she woke to
find him in her bed and raping her. The
sexual abuse continued until she was
2L

He also repeatedly raped and sexu-
ally abused a vulnerable boy for a dec-
ade, between 2004, when the child was
seven, and 2014, when Manning felt his
victim had become too old to gain sex-
ual gratification from. Manning also
sexually assaulted a girl, aged approxi-
mately 11,in 2007.

In July 2021 he attempted to groom a

13-year-old girl and then proceeded to
sexually assault her. The child informed
her parents immediately of the crime.

He also sought opportunities to
engage with girls under 15 on the inter-
net, asking them to send naked inde-
cent images of themselves via Snap-
chat.

Each of the victims gave evidence
during Manning's 11-day trial at Lin-
coln Crown Court. Examination of a
mobile phone belonging to Manning
found that eight different VPNs (Virtual
private networks) had been installed
on it in an effort to conceal his searches
for child abuse images.

Manning was charged with rape, sex-
ual assault and indecentimages of chil-
dren offences.

Hewas convicted by a jury and is due
to be sentenced at the same court on
March 16.

David Levett, Senior Investigating
Officer at the NCA, said: “Christopher
Manningisadangerous sexual offender
who committed grave abuse against
children over more than two decades
and was targeting young girls online
right up to the point of his arrest.

“Manning’s crimes left his innocent
victims physically and emotionally
traumatised, yet many of them bravely
gave evidence during his trial

“Their voices have been heard and
they have helped to secure his convic-
tion.

“The NCA works tirelessly to identify
dangerous criminals like Manning,
who pose the most serious risk to the
UK public, and ensure they are brought
to account.”
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News

Detective Constable
Aaron Flint

Public consultation

24 January 2023 - 07 March 2023

We are now consulting on our early plans for
Springwell Solar Farm, a proposed new solar farm with
battery storage in North Kesteven.

We are keen for as many people as possible to get in touch
and share their feedback during our consultation.

Get in touch

For further information or to request a copy of our consultation
materials, please get in touch:

0800 038 3486
(9am to 5pm, Monday to Friday)
@ info@springwellsolarfarm.co.uk

Springwell Solar Farm, FREEPOST SEC Newgate
UK LOCAL (no stamp required)

E=————

Find out more by...
- Coming along to a

public exhibition:

Springwe

Solar Farm

Blankney Old School House,
Drury St, LN4 3AZ

Tuesday 31 January
2pm-7pm

Scopwick Village Hall, Brookside,
LN4 3PA

Wednesday 01 February
2pm-7pm

Ashby de |la Launde Village Hall,
Church Avenue, LN4 3JQ

Friday 03 February
11am-4pm

Metheringham Village Hall,
Fen Road, LN4 3AA

Saturday 04 February
11am-4pm

- Visiting springwellsolarfarm.co.uk
- Picking up a copy of our consultation
booklet: (please check opening hours)

Scopwick Village Hall, Brookside, LN4 3FA

Blankney Golf Club, Lincoln Rd, Blanknay,
Lincoin, LN4 3AZ

Metheringham Community Library,
High Strest, Metheringham, L4 30Z
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DETECTIVE CONSTABLE FEARS
THERE WILL BE HUMAN CASUALTY
THROUGH ILLEGAL PRACTICE

By ELEANOR MASLIN
news@targetseries co.uk

AN increase in bird poisoning cases in
Lincolnshire could lead to a “human
casualty a wildlife officer for Lin-
colnshire Police has warned. Detective
Constable Aaron Flint currently has six
birds of prey investigations in the
county, three of which relate to poison-
ings.

He said that the poisons can be
passed through the skin if the birds are
touched by people and that there have
been cases of dogs dying from coming
into contact with them.

He also said that despite birds of prey
being protected, the persecution
of them is a problem in Lin-
colnshire.

He said: “I feel one
day there will be a
human  casualty.
We get people
coming in when
the bird of prey has
died and members
of the public pick it
up and take it to the
police station. There
is no poisoning protec-
tonworn.”

“It just takes something like
that for a member of the public to take
it as [the poison] can be passed through
your skin” He added: “There are so
many different ways that people can
get hurt. There are a lot of dogs being
poisoned and it comes to a nasty end.
We had an incident quite recently
where a dog was poisoned.

“People do need to be careful”

On December 22, 2022, several dead
birds of prey were found dumped in a
ditch near Sleaford. These included
three barm owls, a tawny owl and a red
kite that were discovered alongside two
dead magpies.

DC Flint said: “It was just so weird
and such a strange incident. The truth
of the matter is I absolutely do not
know [what happened]. It's such an
odd case. In all my 20 years I have never
come across a job like it.

T N

We advise dog walkers
to exercise caution by
keeping their dogs on a
short lead.

“They will be sent off to be investi-
gated so we will know atone point how
they died. We haven'thad any informa-
tion back [yet] as to what happened to
those birds.

DC Flint said the six live investiga-
tions into birds of prey persecutions in
Lincolnshire are in the early stages of
development. Aside from the poison-
ing investigations, which he said are
dotted around the county, he is also
looking at the trapping and shooting of
birds of prey and taking eggs out into
the wild.

He said: “I would say six live investi-
gations is quite a lot, in the years gone
by we have never had six at the same

ime. We have now got a rural crime
team so more officers looking
intoit.

‘It could be lots of
people doing it for
what they see as pro-
tecting their liveli-
hoods and there are
people out there who
just want to cull
things for fun. It's not

just gamekeepers.”

Lincolnshire Wildlife DC Flint also said
Trust

that the Avian Flu disease
has made birds of prey
investigations “more difficult”
for the rural crime team, as itis another
factor contributing to bird deaths. A
spokesperson for Lincolnshire Wildlife
Trust said: “Birds of prey are an impor-
tant part of Lincolnshire's natural herit-
age and the persecution and killing of
these birds is unacceptable.

“Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust con-
demns the indiscriminate and illegal
use of poisons and fully supports the
police investigating such incidents.
Given the recently reported cases, the
Trust would advise dog walkers to exer-
cise caution by keeping their dogs on a
short lead and watching them closely
whilst outin the countryside.”

If you come across a dead bird and
suspect it's been poisoned or shot then
don't touch it and keep it away from
dogs. You can report it by ringing 999
and reporting it as a wildlife crime.
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We are now consulting on our early Find out more by...

plans for Springwell Solar Farm,
a proposed new solar farm with

- Coming along to a public exhibition:

battery storage in North Kesteven. Blankney Old School House, ~ Tuesday 31 January
We are keen for as many people as BRI 3AZ APl
possible to get in touch and share their Scopwick Vilage Hall, Brookside, Wednesday 01 February
feedback during our consultation. LN4 3PA 2pm-7pm
Ashby de la Launde Village Hall,  Friday 03 February
Church Avenue, LN4 3JQ 11am-4pm
Get in touch Metheringham Vilage Hall, Saturday 04 February
For further information or to request a copy of our Fen Road, LN4 3AA 11am-4pm
consultation materials, please get in touch: - Visiting springwellsolarfarm.co.uk
0800 038 3486 - Picking up a copy of our consultation booklet:
(9am to 5pm, Monday to Friday) (please check opening hours)
@ info@springwellsolarfarm.co.uk Scopwick Village Hall, Brookside, LN4 3PA
Springwell Solar Farm, Blankney Goff Club, Lincoln Rd, Blankney, Lincoln LN4 3AZ

FREEPOST SEC Newgate - .
UK LOCAL (no stamp required) Metheringham Community Library, High Street, Metheringham#'N4 307 .



‘
* ~ €DF

renewables

EDF Renewables UK & Ireland X
3:525,\, 87,108 followers

-®

There's just one week to go until the end of the current
consultation period ends for the Springwell Solar Farm in
Lincolnshire.

Local communities have been sharing their views to help
shape our plans for this solar and battery site, but there's
still time to provide feedback.

We're developing Spring<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>